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"Toward the Final Oral Arguments in the First Instance"
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| read the "Request for Withdrawal of the Yoshida Dormitory Lawsuit and
Resolution through Dialogue" written by faculty members of Kyoto University.
This is a letter of request submitted on July 20 of this year with the names of
over 40 proposers, and is addressed to Mr. Nagahiro Minato, President of
Kyoto University, and Mr. Kanji Kokufu, Executive Vice-President for Education
and Student Affairs. In this text, the essential significance of the Yoshida
Dormitory is clearly stated: "The Yoshida Dormitory is an important welfare
facility that guarantees all students the opportunity to attend the university”.
Why does the university want to take away from students this welfare facility
that is indispensable for many students, namely Yoshida Dormitory?
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The genesis of the lawsuit occurred in December 2017. It began when Kyoto
University demanded that new students stop entering the dormitory and that all
dormitory students move out, claiming the aging of the building. The unilateral
demand from the university was a far cry from the written agreement reached
two years earlier, in February 2015, between the university and the Yoshida
Dormitory Association. This document clearly stated that "the university
authorities will not make unilateral decisions regarding the management of the
Yoshida Dormitory, but will discuss with the association and reach an
agreed-upon decision" and that "the Yoshida Dormitory Association will let in
new students in both the Old and New Yoshida Dormitory Buildings on the
basis of the current admission system”. As members of the faculty of Kyoto
University, how could we overlook such an act of the university's breaking
promises to the students?
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Today, | would like to share the idea of what makes Yoshida Dormitory an
indispensable and highly desirable welfare facility for many students. Have you
ever noticed that on Kyoto University's Yoshida Campus, there are very few
outdoor spaces where students can sit and chat between classes? In
particular, the campus is so tightly packed with school buildings, especially in
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the Main and Yoshida-South Campuses, that even though there are bicycle
parking lots, there is not enough space for students to sit under the shade of a
tree and read a book, eat lunch, or talk with friends, in other words, a space for
the welfare of students. Under these circumstances, are we faculty members
aware that what students need is not only a high quality education, but also
time and space for non-academic activities such as talking with friends,
meeting international students, and making plans together for the November
Festival? The Yoshida Dormitory is the oldest student dormitory in Japan and
has been providing students with this kind of welfare space for more than 110
years, something that the university has not been able to provide. The
university administration still does not realize the importance of the welfare
space for students, and we must definitely not let go of Yoshida Dormitory.
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Now, hat makes the Yoshida Dormitory an excellent welfare facility for
students?
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[Low Dormitory Fees]

Yoshida Dormitory currently has about 100 students, including graduate
students and international students. They pay a monthly dormitory fee of 2,500
yen. This is a surprisingly, but they have managed to run more than 100
student households on their own while managing this limited amount of money
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on their own. Although low cost is not always a good thing, it allows students
who do not receive money from their parents or who come from economically
disadvantaged countries to lead their lives in Japan. In addition, many
dormitory students do not have to work part-time to make ends meet and are
able to devote their time to their studies.
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[Internationalization through the Linguistic Support Section]

Yoshida Dormitory has an internal organization called the "Linguistic Support
Section" to provide support for international students. Many students are
involved in translating documents and emails in the dormitory into English, and
there have been attempts to free the language barrier throughout the dormitory
so that international students can live comfortably in Japan. Next to the
Yoshida Dormitory is the new and outstanding Yoshida International House,
where many international students are living. Did you know that many of these
international students come to visit the Yoshida Dormitory Dining Hall? That is
because there is no association at the Yoshida International House, and it is
not easy to have student-led events and connections there. These international
students come to Yoshida Dormitory and talk about their problems, meet
Japanese friends, and socialize in the free space of the large Kitchen Space
and the Dining Hall, which are always "hangout spaces" for Yoshida Dormitory
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students. In a sense, the Yoshida Dormitory is a welfare facility that implements
internationalization within the university.
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[Aiming for Gender Gap-Free]

Did you know that all the restrooms in the new Yoshida Dormitory Building are
gender-neutral? There is no end to harassment in the university - power
harassment, sexual harassment, and moral harassment. "the Special
Committee concerning Sexual Harassment" has been established in the
dormitory, and efforts are being made to eradicate all acts of harassment. In
particular, all dormitory residents practice tolerance toward different gender
ways of being. One example is the involvement of many dorm residents on a
volunteer basis as staff members of the annual Kansai Queer Film Festival, in
an effort to visualize the concept of gender equality as much as possible.

The current ratio of male to female students in the dormitory is approximately
8:2, but the Yoshida Dormitory has been proactive in opening its doors to
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female students, even though the number of dormitories for female students at
Kyoto University has always been small. The same is true for international
students. At least five international students enter the dormitory every year.
The dormitory does not impose language restrictions on them, such as the
need to have a level of Japanese language proficiency enough for
communication in Japanese.
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Last but not least, don't you think that we have to admit that the Yoshida
Dormitory is an excellent welfare facility, given the above-mentioned voluntary
efforts by the students to secure the freedom they need for their lives? The
aging of the building can be managed through repair work. More than that, |
believe that Kyoto University, in the present and the future, needs to continue
to inherit the historical self-governing space called "Yoshida Dormitory" by the
students.

Professor, Graduate School of Letters, Kyoto University

Mitsuyo Wada Marciano



